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BUILDING COMMUNITNDAADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICE

JUST ANOTHER OF THOSE
COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS

The recent controversy over disparaging remarks made by forme
Mayor Rudy Giuliani and Governor Sarah Palin at the Republican
vention have angered community organizers and activists across t
countnyd® not so much in support of Senator Obama, but, given the
of the Republican commentary, in defense the good work and exp
of community organizers.

ACOSA members and others have taken to the media and intern
with letters to the editors, which have both taken exception to thes
ments and encouraged organizers to speak out. Many see this as
dow of opportunity to educate the broader community about the im
tance community organizers who, most often, labor behind the sceneés.

leadership. ACOSA Chair, Tracy Soska, has posted a letter on the ACOSA website thg
directed to several national media outlets, and ACOSA is working to set up a forum sec
the website for members and others to post commentary on this and future issues.

This outpouring has been touching and exciting. One community organizer working ir
on educational reform, spoke of her own experience with her disabled child and in notin
ernor Palinbés pledge to use the VP of fi
that parent activists and community organizers have long worked hard and successfully
achieve rights and resources for children and adults with disabilities. Others have shart
historic and religious importance of community organizers and their impacts on labor re
suffrage, civil rights, and other pressing social issues.

Given the outpouring of concerns, it seems appropriate that this issue features an arti
brating Saul Alinskydés birth nearly 100
and calls for action that have come in
those community or gani z eNewYodk Tikeby £COSA,cQaredi
Award recipient, Terry Mizrahi, is featured. We encourage those work teach or practice
munity organizing to take this opportunity to speak uphe Editors
Photo: http://flickr.com/photos/baratunde/2837373495/sizes/m/

Many of these letters and calls to action have made their way to ACOSA headquarters
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Regional Collaboration Opens Doors for
Community Information Systems and More

by Samantha Teixeira

On August 15, ten professionals frg
a variety of Pittsburgh organizations
piled into a van and embarked on a trf
to Cleveland as part of the Cleveland
PittsburghYoungstown Regional
Learning Network. Representatives
from the University of Pittsburgh, The
Pittsburgh Partnership for Neighbor-
hood Development, the City of Pitts-
burgh and the State of PA were in a

An informative discussion about the

| ways in which neighborhood informa-

tion systems can be used as a tool to
affect change and address community
needs could have lasted for hours,

.| leaving all participants excited for fu-
. | ture collaborative, regional efforts, in-

cluding vacant property and the grow-
ing foreclosure and predatory lending
problem facing many communities.

delegation that met with Cleveland

counterparts aiming to identify opport
nities for collaboration and share kno
edge about neighborhood information

| The Pittsburgh group also visited
Neighborhood Progress Inc. (NPI), an

— agency that strategically invests in ca-
. ) pable community development corpo-
systems and their potential to enhang rations and has been at the forefront of

community work. Organized by Univer- . the foreclosure crisis in Cleveland. Senior Vice President
sity of Pittsburgh professor Sabina Deitrick, the primary for Research sted a ﬁ{iscus—
S or.t

) d Development Frank Ford h
goal of the trip was to | _earn RO ,\Qfleovselim%nraoo

*

Student Perspective

. . . ... s on about k? Jand "th
&hé%g%mgg?'ga?gi st?::l%hg%il?sast?];% g;ga?:izv'ggt?ﬁy have funded and initiated to address the myriad chal-
yster . BhRges facing Cleveland neighborhoods. While Pittsburgh

Center for Urban and Social Research could build upontfhsgs not been hit as hard by f

strengths of this existing system. cussion centered around how to best address vacant prop-

The visit began at the Case Western University Centeerty issues and how community development should pro-
for Urban Poverty and Community Development, which ceed in a declining economy. It tied together the need for
devel oped and maintai ns Cbneprelehsvancdninei- NEOCANDO sy s -
tem. This Center at Case created the CANDO system inity information systems
the early 199006s, and wi tahdirgesnediasytorganie CiTY nAal fou
tions and research grants, it has evolved into the NEO- zations like NPI to assi
CANDO system, a more comprehensive data source tha strategic, collabora- MAP
serves thousands of users from city planners to social séwe plans to address re-
vice departments and community development corpora-gional issues. The group
tions. also discussed the poten-

Several of those present at the meeting were interest t@jﬁm?afm gf pefndlng
NEOCANDO because they are active in maintaining an%E era funding from
mation System (PNCIS) at the University of Pittsburgh {Oredosure assistance
Center for Social and Urban Research. They hoped to dgglslatlon.

NEOCANDO as a benchmark to learn from and discuss Following a tour of the Slavic Village neighborhood to
potential collaborative projects. While NEOCANDO is see firsthand the adverse impact of predatory lending and
older and more established, the Pittsburgh system had &breclosures on this working class neighborhood, the group
ready begun a fibusi ness pheaeddo Clevelang StatewUniaensity, wheresthe aiscassidn h
graphic information system and expand it use by commubuilt upon each of the days earlier stops and included a dis-
nity-based organization. This regional exchange offeredcussion with the Levin College of Urban Affairs faculty
opportunities for strong mutual learning and benchmarking.

improving the Pittsburgh Neighborhood Community Inforecently mortgage and

(Continued on pag8)
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Community and Neighborhood
Geographic Information Systems

Regional Collaboration (cont.)

(Continued from pagg)
members apout the role that Cleveland State has played'me use of Geographical Information Systems (GIS) as a
the cityds response to wi @gdferrdmenanity adsessnte, lamalysisrasdplannifg t t
was interested in how it can prepare for and prevent the has provided a great impetus for the establishment of
factors that |l ed to CIl evetomfuhityandmfdrndtichByistents AdroSsithe coun- Co m
studies of Cleveland and Pittsburgh show similarities andry. Some are city or communitybased, often through
opportunities for cooperative efforts to study and addressn intermediary organization, but many are university

many variables related to the foreclosure crisis includingpased. All aim is to make geographic information and

economic hardship, joblessness, and gerelated dispari- community data accessible to community organiza-
tiesi more than 2/3 of those in foreclosure crisis in Clevejons, Here are few to explore:

land are women of whom nearly half are African American
femaleheaded households.. The final stop provided insijht
into the similarities of the two cities but, also, into the dif-
ferences that can be built upon and highlighted in order to
influence and inform further dialogue.

Pittsburgh Neighborhood & Community Infor-
mation System http://www.pghnis.pitt.edu/
University Center for Social and Urban Researgh
University of Pittsburgh

Philadelphia Neighborhood Information System

While exploring common concerns, the group was able to _ : : .
work toward the goal of the Clevelaittsburgh gg?\ﬁ%é;m'un enn.edu/nis/ University of
Youngstown regional learning network by sharing best y
practices, and identifying opportunities for collaboration. ® Minneapolis Neighborhood Information System
Neighborhood information systems are powerful tools that http://www.cura.umn.edu/MNIS.php _ Center for
provide economic indicators, demographic data, and prop- Urban and Regional Affairs at University of Minne-
erty information; a veritable orgtop shop for those inter- sota

ested in community organizing and development. This trip  National Neighborhoods Indicators Partnership
planted the seeds for the expansion and improvement of  hitp:/Awvww?2.urban.ora/nnip/

neighborhood information systems as well as an importapi-\ 1o cRATIZING INEFORMATION

collaboration that could reach across state lines to improve

community development initiatives. The National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership

= . L (NNIP) is a collaborative effort by the Urban Institute
Samantha Teixeiras a Community Organization and So- and local partners to further the development and use

cial Administration MSW student at the University of Pitts-, . . . .
: . of neighborhood-level information systems in local
burgh School of Social Work. Contasht5+@pitt.edu policymaking and community building.
._ _‘_”: H " “. -..J--_.,' ‘#_:* = | by _*_'"".'-"__‘-_ 1 '-: . i .-"_" r:- o R

Mail your used books to the
ACOSA Office to support
social work and community
development in Ethiopial!

What are you doing with all of your good used books?

We are collecting books and journals for schools, community libraries, and universities
in Ethiopia. Donate your books for transport to Ethiopia by Books For Africa!

Community Organizing and Social Work

For more information, call 708-757-4187 or
email aki@uic.edu or billb@en.com Mail to:
Planning, Program Evaluation, & Research ACOSA Office

Nursing, Medicine, Science, & Humanities Alice and Bill Butterfield
20560 Bensley Avenue

. Encyclopedi as & Sets |[@fhwobdliiidoid 8012 9sn Books

Urban and Rural Community Development
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Saul Al I ns

at 100

By Chris Valley, MSW

k'y

On January 30, 1909, Saul D. Alinsky was born. | ha
hunch he was born feisty, kicking and screaming about
inequalities and cruelties of the world, though | have nag
hard data to back up my assertion. Next year marks t
centenni al of Al inskyods
is in order, not so much to celebrate it as to learn from

Al exis deTocquevill e, W r
that , iln Ameri ca, t he <ci
ciate in order, first, to show their numerical strength anc

to diminish the moral power of the majority; and, seconf

to stimulate competition and thus to discover those arg
ments that are most fitltt.eé

Alinskyds | ifelong work

yards: Remarkable Community
Technique is developing in the
Back of the Yards area in Chi-
cago, 0 i n C€dmmonf ort
weal, Moaemper 29,1348. | of h
Alinsky himself first published on
o P A LR
American u;lt hoe ognolo

e

~ | or.it
carri ACommuni ty

Organi zation. 0 N
i s o of fepublighed
: w ubli . .
v \Af?)lrgsnRe:{/ell e%for ﬁ‘aﬁéls_(\)/vgs' tye
fizst poldishgd nd 6, endiho s h ¢

their numerical strength and make change throug
the Areactiono of thei
tering the conditions in order for democracy to w

J Practitioner Perspective

1949 he publishe@he Unau-
HHhorized Biogralohy of dotin Lf 0 s
Lewis I't wasnot

teaching people how to become active citizens not passivé a t

taxpayers.

The story of Alinsky6s

field of community organizing. Not so today. Recently, a

professor of social work asked a classroom of students
studying community organizing if anyone had read

w ra.lfn €

he published again, whe
Leader s hi p, fTide Natippdoosvedéater in thre

yEagn by PidPd Ny Lr nT0SPP Me
interview wirth hi m, N

tion. A'n
ti es, 0 ap@hesidan €etturyMay 19t eHis

Rules for Radicalsame out in 1971 also.

Al i n Réveile Bor Radicalsr his lateRules for Radi- Al i nskyds work reached a cr ¢
cals Having MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA the federal government 6s War
no response, 4 ) :pri marily by Char | esTherisisSi | b
shethenaske< A Hi s wor k wa sy jfima&hin@WhteN @hi ch had a chapte
if anyone had 5 the conditions in order > Against o6Welfare Colonialisr
gverI ZT_arclj(of : for Democracy to work, : in the Woodlawn neighborhood of Chicfago. Thessa_lmle ]

aul Alinsky. « : » year, an exceropt rom [ er
Again, she : Leachlng pe_ople_h_ow ig : Commentanas AUp from Apathy: Th
foundonly 4 PE€COMeEactive citizens, = oy 5 Maojmen@rpublished a followup dis-
blank expres- 3/ N O t passive t:ad&sgoﬁ Ple€e bn3his &ticle in October 1964.
sions from the 4 A . .
students. FYVYVVVVVVVVVYYyvvyysy Community groups brought Al

Buffalo, Rochester, the Northwest Indiana area, as well as

Alinsky was a graduate student at the University of Chiother organizing efforts in Chicago. The list of his commu-
cago in the 193006s, assi gnityorhaniziog drivessseiaually &lexicon ofahe ¢coafletd ¢

and juvenile crime in the packinghouse area of Chicagomtdel of organizing: TWO (The Woodlawn Organization),
was there that he observed the union organizing done bg SO (the Community Service Organization, from which
the CIO (Congress of Industrial Organizations) under théarm worker organizer Caesar Chavez emerged), BUILD

leadership of John L. Lewis, radical labor ideologue.

(Buffalo), FIGHT (Rochester, New York), CCC (the Calu-

Alinsky developed his methods and formulated his theomgst Community Congress in Gary and the Northwest Indi-
of Community Organizing in the packinghouse area knoaa area), and OBA (Organization for a Better Ausiin

as the ABack of t he
The first mention in
ing work was by Edward

Yar d snéighboehbog im Chicagofmom which antiredlining or-
pr i PNizef Gale LingGota erperagdd.  Thesewerg iluresas o
Ski |l

n Jr. in S

A B a ¢ fontifiehi on phd) ©
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CSWE-APM: LET ACOSA RING

Dear ACOSA Members ACOSA Members

As we get set for our ACOSA activities [ /] We had 38 proposals submitted and 11
at theCouncil on Social Work Education reviewers for the COSA Track Session.
Annual Program Meetingye are still in a All proposals had 3 reviewers, and we

reorganizing phase at a very critical time are most thankful for their time and ef-
for CSWE and for our country. Indeed, p ’ | fort in summertime task.

2009 looks like a major year for reorgan

zation and, hopefully, promiSing gl‘OW'[h ICOUNCIL ON SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION

and Change At |eaSt we can tl‘y to Impr b4th Annual Meeting * Oct. 30-Nov. 2, 2008
the growth and change in ACOSA.

While we had an above average number
of submissions, | was worried that we
might have a lower number because
Linking Theory, Methods, and Skills there were so many tracks this year, but

At this APM we hope to continue our we came out quite ok. Last time | was
strong COSA Track Session, thanks to ACOSA CHAIR MESSAGE co-chair (2006), we were only allowed
Karen Grayoés | eader shi p ftoaccem 12mapérs, 4roukdtablesdand5posters.e t er
reviewers who helped in this annually daunting process.

This yea accepted 30 propasals and rejected 8. .Of _ .
;h atn kth'y ou all for your WOile e, we ga\(lz\%e%tgd 2 Saﬁe?s fRich lJ%:éV\%ECa%ows(%) If !
eport on this page). 75% (18 of 24). The other 25% (6) had to either be re-
We also hope to grow our membership and build our jected or reassigned as poster sessions. | choose to reassign

ACOSA Committees to begin the long work of reinvigorat poster rather than rew wmo o oo oo oo w=— o= -y
ing our organization at this critical time when even the irject. Additionally, we |

portant work of Acommuni taycemedmapahetddsi - GSedPages-ré e n !i sp
aged by some national leaders. As we prepare for this cussion, once curriculuf  cosa Track Sessions !
CSWEAPM and our track session, meetings, and netwakadministrative work- * i
ing, | ask that we come together to rededicate ourselvesstiop and 3 posters.  Ba. cme ome ome cme cme cme e cme &

strengthening ACOSA national and international work. The real challenge was placing papers into theme sessions
At CSWEAPM...Let ACOSA Ring! Ilook forward to for the COSA track. The results are on the following pro-

meeting with you and congratulating our ACOSA Awardgram schedule in this issue.

winners at the Membership meeting in Philadelphia. Karen Gray, COSA Track Chair,

Tracy M. Soska Chair University of Oklahoma, Tulsa

2008 ACOSA AWARDS- CONGRATULATIONS!

Distinquished Service
Joel M. Levy, DSW, CEO, YIA/National Institute for People with Disabilitief

Nominators: Nancy Aries, Baruch College; Sheldon Gelman, Dorothy and David Schaghne,
Yeshiva University; and Arie Rimmerman, University of Haifa

Emerging Scholar
Mary Ohmer, PhD, Georgia State University, School of Social Work
Nominators: Fred Brooks, Georgia State University; Michael Eichler, San Diego State Univejsity
Student Award

Patricia Oh, MSW Student, University of Southern Maine

Nominator: Sondra SeungJa Doe, University of Southern Maine
JOIN IN CONGRATULATING OUR AWARDEES AT THE NOVEMBER 1ST MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Social Work Policy and Practice:
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
& SOCIAL ADMINSTRATION

Friday, October 31, 2008: 10:30 AM -12:00 PM
Level 4, Franklin Hall -Posters
POSTER SESSION

Making Rothman's Community Organizing Framework
Culturally Competent: Lessons from African American

Organizing
Bonnie Young Laing, Youngstown State University

Program Use Freguency of Social Services Centers and
Social Inclusion of Users
Sangmi Choi, School of Social Welfare, Yonsei University

Community Practice: Social Work's Step Child?
Cornelia Gordon-Hempe, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Effects of Sabbatical Month Program for Social Workers in
Korea

Chul Hee Kang, Yonsei University

Mi Ok Kim, Chonbuk National University

Are Empowerment Principles Taught in Management
Classes?: Findings from An Instructor Survey

Donna Hardina, California State University, Fresno
Salvador Montana, California State University, Fresno

Capacity Building among Community and Faith -Based
Nonprofit Organizations: A Dual Case Study

Angela A. Kaiser, Wayne State University

Turnover Intent among Social Workers: A Study of
Determinants

Sudershan Pasupuleti, University of Toledo

Eric Lambert, University of Toledo

Terry Cluse-Tolar, University of Toledo

Mikael Prior, University of Toledo

The Council on Accreditation for Children and Family

Services: A Historical Analysis

Sheila M. Brommel, College of Saint Catherine/University of Saint
Thomas

Friday, October 31, 2008: 1:30 PM -3:00 PM
Level 3, Room 302 ORAL/PAPER SESSION 1:
ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING

Chair: Helen Hartnett, PhD

1:30 PM Building Leadership and Organizational Capacity: A
Community Engagement Approach
Rebecca Thomas, University of Connecticut

2:00 PM Organizational Culture, Organizational Climate and
Collaborative Capacity for Planning
Lillian Wichinsky, University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Page 6

2:30 PM Externalities of Nonprofit Organizations: Social
Organization and Capital and Neighborhood Decline
Megan E. Gilster, University of Michigan

Friday, October 31, 2008: 3:15 PM -4:45 PM
Level 3, Room 302 ORAL/PAPER SESSION 2:
MS W RAd¥00 DHECATION

Chair : Lisa Zakiya Newland, Ph.D., LCSW

3:15 PM Social Work Management Education's Chal-
lenges: Any Hope for the Future?
Richard A. Hoefer, University of Texas at Arlington

3:45 PM Learning through Doing: Performing a Needs
Assessment with a Grassroots Community Organization
Rebecca S. Berendsen, University of Nebraska at Omaha
Patricia Carlson, University of Nebraska at Omaha

4:15 PM Commitment to Social Justice and Social
Change among Social Work Students

Terry Mizrahi, Hunter College School of Social Work
Sarah-Jane Dodd, Hunter College of the City University of
New York

Saturday, November 1, 2008: 10:30AM -12:00PM
Level 3, Room 305 ORAL/PAPER SESSION 3:
ORGANIZATION/PROGRAMATIC CHANGE

Chair: Ellen Dunbar, PhD

10:30 AM Stayers, Fence -Sitters, and Leavers: Foster
Care Workers' Emotional Descriptions of Their Workplace

Alissa A. Schwartz, Columbia University

11:00 AM Recovery -Oriented Organizational Change: A
Conceptual Model

Theresa Early, Ohio State University

David C. Kondrat, Ohio State University

Keith Warren, Ohio State University

11:30 AM Addressing Both Domestic Violence and Sub-
stance Use: Frameworks, Strategies, Innovations
Beth Glover Reed, University of Michigan

12:15 PM-1:15 PM
Level 3, Room 308
CURRICULUM & ADMINISTRATIVE WORKSHOP

Integrating Content on Safety Issues into the Advanced
Social Work Administration Curriculum
Hae Jung Kim, University of Maryland i Baltimore

THE ACOSA UPDATE!
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COSA Track Sessions at the

CSWE-APM in Philadelphia

1:30 PM-3:00 PM
Level 3, Room 305 ORAL/PAPER SESSION 4
COMMUNITY ORGANIZING/BUILDING

1:30 PM Social Capital and Community Organizing among
Low -Income Immigrants

Humberto Reynoso-Vallejo, Boston University

Lee Staples, Boston University

Celina Miranda, Boston University

2:00 PM Explaining Differences in Social Problem Prioritiza-

tion among the Poor: Community Practice Implications
Stephen Kauffman, Widener University

Marina Barnett, Widener University

Robin S. Goldberg-Glen, Widener University

2:30 PM Building Collective Efficacy to Prevent Violence:
Using Restorative Justice and Consensus Organizing
Mary Ohmer, Georgia State University

Elizabeth Beck, Georgia State University

Karen DeMasi, Citywide Development Corporation

3:15 PM-4:45 PM

Level 3, Room 305 ORAL/PAPER SESSION 5:
MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY WORK AND LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Ram A. Cnaan, MSW, PhD

3:15 PM Exploring Effectiveness: Collaboration Strategies
for Organizations Working with Latino and Immigrant Clients

Darlene X. Rodriguez, University of North Carolina at Greens-
boro

3:45 PM Action Research to Identify Strategies and Tech-
niques for Multicultural Community Practice

Lorraine Gutierrez, University of Michigan

Ann Rosegrant Alvarez, University of Hawai'i at Manoa

Sunday, November 2, 2008: 10:30 AM -12:00 PM
Level 3, Room 301 ORAL/PAPER SESSION 6:
COMMUNITY RESEARCH METHODS

Chair: Lisa Zakiya Newland, Ph.D., LCSW

10:30 AM Mapping the Assets of Local Communities
Marina Barnett, Widener University
Jaclene Ashford, Widener University

11:00 AM Kinship Services Network of Pinellas: Unique
Community Collaboration, Research and Evaluation

Kerry A. Krisman Littlewood, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill

Lawrence H. Cooper, The Children's Home, Inc.

Anne Strozier, University of South Florida
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11:30 AM Using Theory of Change and Logic Models in
Comprehensive Community Initiatives

Larry M. Gant, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor

Paula Allen-Meares, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor
Leslie D. Hollingsworth, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor,
Trina Shanks, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor

Sunday, November 2, 2008: 1:30 PM -3:00 PM
Level 3, Room 301 PANEL SESSION

Place, Social Context, and Health: Theory and Practice of
Place -Based Social Work

Katie Johnston-Goodstar, University of Washington
Seunghye Hong, University of Washington

Alma Trinidad, University of Washington

VISIT THE
ACOSA BOOTH
IN THE CSWE-APM
EXHIBIT HALL

ACOSA MEMBERS
DISPLAY YOUR BOOKS
AT THE ACOSA BOOTH

VOLUNTEER TO HELP
WITH THE BOOTH AND
RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS

JOIN US FOR THE ACOSA
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
November 1, 2008
5:30 - 7:30 PM
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http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9227.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9227.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9443.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9443.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9766.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9766.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9411.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9411.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9552.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9552.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9527.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9532.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9532.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9848.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9848.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9661.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9661.HTM

ACOSA MEETINGS AT CSWE-APM

JOURNAL OF COMMUNITY PRACTICE (JCP)

JCPEDITORS JCPEDITORIAL BOARD
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2008 Date: Thursday, October 30, 2008
Time: 8:00-9:30 AM Time: 9:30 - 11:00 AM

Place: Independence Ballroom Il Place:Independence Ballroom llI

ACOSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD | (Lunch) BOARD Il (Committees)

Date: Thursday, October 30, 2008 Date: Thursday, October 30, 2008
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Time: 4:30 - 6:00 PM
Place:Independence Ballroom llI Place:Independence Ballroom llI

ACOSA MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND AWARDS
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2008
Time: 6:00- 8:00 PM
Place: Room 306 (Marriott Hotel)

ACOSA IN THE FIELD EVENT

GET ON THE BUS!
TOUR WEST PHI LADEL P HI-G@GVMUNITIPARE IREREHIPY
Hosted By
NETTER CENTER FOR COMMUNITY PARNTERSHIPS
AT THE UNIVESITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

The University of Pennsylvania Community Outreach Partnership Center was one of the very first

and, now, longest standing universisc o mmuni ty partnership efforts|

phia neighborhoods and public schools in the area surrounding the Penn campus is considered one
of the nationds best practice model s. We wi |
newly-endowed Netter Center for Community Partnerships to learn about their work.

DATE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2008 TIME: 1:30-4:30 PM
DEPARTS/RETURNS: PHILADELPHIA DOWNTOWN MARRIOTT HOTEL
COST: $20 (Payable to ACOSA or at Bus includes refreshments & snacks)
RSVP: By October 23, 20080 ACOSA or tsssw@pitt.edu (for info)

Page 8 THE ACOSA UPDATE!
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SAUL ALINSKY (cont.)

(Continued from pagé)
we l | as successes.
Christian Century February 3, 1960.)

Known for his bombastic rhetoric and outrageous tactic

(See

Alinsky always was a lightning rod for accusations of
Airabble rousing. o The p
from the Peopl ebs Answer
Professional Radical,6 o

Soviet.o Hi s
s Foundation (I
of A g New&orloTimnes Magaaitire
procl ai med, AMaking

Alinsky died in 1972. His last organizing effort was the
Citizen Action Project (CAP) in Chicago, an inter
neighborhood organizing effort of middidass communi-
ties). After Alinskyods
dependent ways to found separate Community Organiz
training institutes, most notably in Chicago and Oakland
California. Some remained with the Industrial Areas Fo
dation, renamed for a time The Saul Alinsky Training In
stitute. Later it reverted to its original name under whic
it operates today.

The work of Alinsky is having a new notoriety due to t

ties two popular politic
work. Barack Obama once worked as a community org
izer on the South Side o

senior thesis at Wellesley College was on Saul Aling
Google AAlinskyo and you
about his work. But the
is a cardboardut-out stereotype that denigrates the wq
of this man who was at one and the same time so bril|
and so flawed.

Endnote:

tdeTocqueville, AlexisDemocracy in America (Vol. 1),
translated by Henry Reeve, revised by Francis Bow¢
N.Y.: Random House Vintage Books, 1945, p. 203.

Chris Valley is the rec
standing Practitioner Award in 2005, and isezhting
an anthology of articles tentatively callatinsky: The
Measure of a Radical..

Chris Valley. Vice President for Program Development
and Research; Families First; Atlanta, Georgia

Contact: cvalley@familiesfirst.org

Dear NY Times Editor:
Re Articl e: nPalin
trifies Partyo Sept

Clearly Governor Palin and former Mayor Rudy
Giuliani do not understand and do not respect the Woiaqf t

thousands of community organizers working in myria
urban neighborhoods and rural communities across tlfis
country. Their ridicule of this noble and honorable
skilled profession that Barak Obama committed himsg
to after college is an affront to the millions of low inco
and working class people who are struggling to impro
their conditions and better the lives of themselves ang
their neighbors.

fer
e

a
\?\/ar
he

Community organizers have been unknown by m
of the American public and now is the time to introdu
the importance of their work to the American people.

ticians and much of the public. Community organizer
help bring ordinary people together to collectively prop-

create the kind of organizations that give invisible pe
a voice in the political process. Many community org
izers receive training through organizations inside angjo p i

outside academia that provide the knowledge, skills afpc y 6
strategies to make change.

Schools of Social Work across this country like mine
have been providing an education in this field to thou-
sands of committed graduate students for almost a ¢ rl

rs

tury. They work | ong hou
trencheso to bring peoplfe o
still hope and opportunity, and create resources. They| are

the glue that keeps many communities from disintegrgting
and falling into despair and decay. To Sarah Palin, Rudy
Giuliani, and John McCain, there are many ways to s@rve
this country, to fight injustice and inequality, and to byjld

a secure America. We should honor the work, dedicdtion
and competence of community organizers.

Professor Terry Mizrahi Chair, Community Orga-
nizing, Planning and Development Program,
Hunter College School of Social Work, New York|
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Report from the World Conference of
Social Work in Brazil By Michele Kelley

the middle of the Amazon (I did) and the
world rise in obesity and diabetes with
the production of higher cost, high glyce-
mic processed foods are both mutually
reinforcing phenomena (Zimmet, 2000).

The International Federation of Social Wor
ers (IFSW), an international organization of
professional social workers, along with regio A
and local social work partners in Brazil, spo ‘
sored the 19th World Conference of Social
Work in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, held Aug Concerns were raised that the destruction
16-19, 2008. Attended by over 2,600 social of the rain forest and other
workers from 44 countries, the conferen¢gnNTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE | greenspace, not only contributes
was necessarily more focused on macro to global warming, but to respi-
level issues that impact human health and welfare acrossaery diseases such as asthma (Yoganathan & Rom,
globe. Important policy debates, statements and consens2301); and, not to forget, the dumping of tobacco prod-
documents from the conference are presented, refined amntts on less developed countiiBsaglehole & Yach,
posted on the conference website, provided at the end 0f2003) remains a serious issue.
this article.

In attempting to address these issues in a small, hum-
The conference them&he Challenge of Ensuring Rightsh | e way by fAacting | ocall vy«

in a Global and Unequal Societwas deliberately selected work with Chicago Puerto Rican and Latino youth who

to reflect the growing awareness of the flagrant violation afe becoming the next generation of advocates, techni-

human rights all over the world in recentyears,aswellas i ans and scientists for g

the struggle for social justice in an increasingly disparater i ght s . 0 These youth are |

world economy. | was particularly impressed by the scholmobilization for immigrant and refugee rights; working

arly discourses of Professors José Paulo Netto, Evelyn Bal-community gardens, and learning about responsible

aisSerrano and Doris Pizarro, from Brazil, the Republic dbcal cooperative economics and nutrition that helps

the Philippines, and Puerto Rico respectively. | was warnthlyeir communities (Wallerstein & Sanchklerki,

greeted by NASW President Dr. James J. Kelly, as well as994). Moreover, these youth learn from direct experi-

IFSW President David Jones. Jim Kelly is also now the nence about the connection between economics and so-

IFSW Regional President for North America. David agreedal justice and human welfare. In the classroom and in

to provide a link to ACOSA on the IFSW website, so | wilthe community they have intergenerational activities and

be sure to follow up with him about that. di scussion of fAwhere food

A major theme focused on unpacking the concept of their grandparents ate and lived. They witness the con-
Afcapitalism in a global e XG&SIIQH o%v}?]cgnt Iotg rﬁt%plaﬁegelvpnge Sé’Ch aﬁfa(;n%- al
tion of markets skews distribution of resources away from mmdu y gat
human needs, while disrupting the relationship between open up with flo ts o© f eyes
people and land, including the local production of goods pereonal safety, a _sensedof co_mlmun!ty,l cultural rege\(/jval,
and services (McMichael, et al, 1999; McMichael, 2000). e“r;lylL?nmenta Ifus“c.e an soIC|a eaplta altre exp.an €
While examples of this disconnection were provided at th inkler & Wa_‘ erstein, 1997, Twiss, et al, 2001;
conference, my own extensive travel in Brazil provided a orrest, 2001; Lerner, et all, 2002).
firstthand | ook at the di sr upt Wit theincfeasedrinteieg i@ civic erggagenmeerat and e s ¢
means of living in Amazonia. Bald patches of earth werepositive youth development programs in community
all too apparent where pristine rain forests are being con-health and prevention (Lerner, et al, 2002). my col-
verted to land for biofuels and soybeans to feed cattle in leagues in Brazil responded with warmth, enthusiasm
world markets. The concentration of energy and food proand many good comments to our presentation. In the
duction by international conglomeratésa g r i b u's i lare sf8mzlian educator and human right s advocate
world-wide is causing increased hunger and poverty and Paulo Freire, the idea of critical thinking, reflection and
disease (Barbosa 1996; Confalonieri, 2000). action for youth in community settings seemed right at
ome, o t h e I t n, Kk |

ltos no coincidence that \/\Por%( and Bubllc Plealfh can hake tx the ongomg elgforts
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World Conference of Social Work (cont.)

about preparing youth to | ihopdandaivi gocietyNew DNrections in Yogthr Dewelopo
tries and communities; and in improving their own health  ment. Fall (95):1133.

and that of their community (Minkler & Wallerstein, 199 @\cmichael AJ, Bolin B, Costanza R, Daily GC, Folke C, Lindahl
These activities for the new millennium are grounded in Kiessling K, et al. (1999) Globalization and the Sustainability of
iSocial Group Wor k with Yo (iuna fealty Angcolqyieal gerpneriie®srienceA9(3grps -

gani zationo wisdom that | P&arned in the 670s from
ful social work mentors, to whom | am forever grateful. McMichael AJ. (2000). The urban environment and health in a world of
Obrigadal increasing globalization: issues for developing countBedletin of

the World Health Organizatiory8:11171126.

References Minkler M, Wallerstein N. (1997). Improving health through community

Barbosa LC. (1996). The People of the Forest Against International organization and community buildingealth Behavior and Health
Capitalism: Systemic and ArBystemic Forces in the Battle for the  Education: Theory, research, and practi@#1-269.
Preservation of the Brazilian Amazon Rainfor&siciological Per-

spectives39(2). Twiss J, Dickinson J, Duma S, Kleinman T, Paulsen H, Rilveria L.

(2003). Community Gardens: Lessons Learned From California
Beaglehole R, &Yach D. (2003) Globalisation and the prevention and  Healthy Cities and CommunitieAmerican Journal of Public
control of noacommunicable disease: the neglected chronic dis- Health.93(9):14351438.

eases of adultghe Lancet362(9387):90208. Wallerstein N, Sanchelglerki V. (1994). Freirian praxis in health edu-
Confalonieri, U. (2001). Environmental Change and Human Health in  cation: research results from an adolescent prevention program.
the Brazilian AmazonGlobal Change & Human Healiti(2):174 Health Education and Resear@{(1):105118.

183. . .
Yoganathan D, & Rom WN. (2001) Medical aspects of global warming.
Forrest R, Kearns A. Social Cohesion. (2001) Social Capital and the American Journal of Independent Medicid®(2):199210.

NeighbourhoodUrban Studies38(12):2125. Zimmet P. (2000) Globalization, cocalonization and the chronic dis-

Freire P. (1993Pedagogy of the Oppressedew York, NY: ease epidemic: can the Doomsday scenario be avaded?tal of
Continuum; International Medicine2473):301-310.

Lerner RM, Brentano C, Dowling EM, Anderson PM. (2002). pmichele Kelley, ScD, MSW, MA & Friend of IFSW
Positive youth development: thriving as the basis of persoe—omact_ makélley@uic e’du

The International Federation of Socia

Workers (IFSw) is a global organization striving f
social justice, human rights and social develop
through the development of social work, best prac
and international cooperation between social worlfle
and their professional organizations.

Year Jubilee
J

Social Work: Making a World of Difference

The International Federation of Social Workers regibg
nizes that social work originates variously from humg
tarian, religious and democratic ideals and philosop
and that it has universal application to meet human
arising from personadocietal interactions, and deve

human potential.

Planning a Regional ACOSA Meeting?

Working with Community Practitioner
Groups or Community Initiatives?

Please Share Your Meeting Outcomes
fand Community Reports with ACOSA.
We would like to

regularly fea-

fture reports

| from your re-

gional commu-

nity efforts. L,

Professional social workers are dedicated to servick
the welfare and sefulfilment of human beings; to thH

i
development and disciplined use of scientific knowl |
ment of resources to meet individual, group, nationa

|

regarding human behavior and society; to the dev l
international needs and aspirations; to the enhanc
and improvement of the quality of life of people; andgj|t
the achievement of social justice. www.ifsw.org
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Building Community and Administrative Practice in the 21st Century In this issue: Community
ACOSA Information Systems,

20560 Bensley Avenue Allnsky at 100, World
_CM Lynwood, IL 60411 Social Work Conference,
Tel (708) 7574187 ACOSA at CSAFEM

REMEMBER TO RENEW
YOUR ACOSA MEMBERSHIP

ENCOURAGE YOUR INSTITUTION TO JOIN
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION AND FORMS
ARE AVAILABLE ON THE ACOSA WEBSITE

ACOSA

Network

VISIT THE ACOSA BOOTH AT CSWE -APM

ACOSA Update!
Associate Addie Weaver - University of Pittsburgh The Association for Community
Editor Organization and Social Administration

Production & Alice K. Johnson Butterfield, University of : : : _
llinois at Chicago, akj@uic edu ACOSA is a registered 501¢3 membership or

Distribution ganization for community organizers, plan-
Practitioner  Chris Valley, Families First, Atlanta, Georgia NE€rs, activists, administrators, policy practi-

tioners, students, and professors. ACOSA
Social Dick Boettcher - Ohio State University members represent a variety of disciplines
and professional fields which strive to
strengthen community organization and so-

Administration Boettcher.1@osu.edu

International ~ Yossi Korazim-Korosy, Israel cial administration in practice and education.
Perspectives  korazim@netvision.net.il ACOSA Upaate! is published quarterly by the

Association for Community Organization &
Student Samantha Teixeira, University of Pittsburgh  §gcial Administration (ACOSA).

. School of Social Work
Perspectives
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Chair: Tracy Soskafi University of Pittsburgh Coordinator of  Alice K. Johnson Butterfield/ACOSA
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Administration
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Secretary Elizabeth Beck - Georgia State University Membership William H. Butterfield
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