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The recent controversy over disparaging remarks made by former 

Mayor Rudy Giuliani and Governor Sarah Palin at the Republican Con-

vention have angered community organizers and activists across the 

countryðnot so much in support of Senator Obama, but, given the tone 

of the Republican commentary, in defense the good work and experience 

of community organizers.   

ACOSA members and others have taken to the media  and internet 

with letters to the editors, which have both taken exception to these com-

ments and encouraged organizers to speak out.  Many see this as a win-

dow of opportunity to educate the broader community about the impor-

tance community organizers who, most often, labor behind the scenes. 

Many of these letters and calls to action have made their way to ACOSA headquarters and 

leadership.  ACOSA Chair, Tracy Soska, has posted a letter on the ACOSA website that was 

directed to several national media outlets, and ACOSA is working to set up a forum section on 

the website for members and others to post commentary on this and future issues. 

This outpouring has been touching and exciting.  One community organizer working in Texas 

on educational reform, spoke of her own experience with her disabled child and in noting Gov-

ernor Palinôs pledge to use the VP office to advance the needs of the disabled, reminded her 

that parent activists and community organizers have long worked hard and successfully to 

achieve rights and resources for children and adults with disabilities.  Others have shared the 

historic and religious importance of community organizers and their impacts on labor reform, 

suffrage, civil rights, and other pressing social issues.  

Given the outpouring of concerns, it seems appropriate that this issue features an article cele-

brating Saul Alinskyôs birth nearly 100 years ago.  It also reflects the many letters, comments, 

and calls for action that have come in to ACOSA in response to this trashing of ñjust another of 

those community organizers.ò A Letter to the Editor of the New York Times by ACOSA Career 

Award recipient, Terry Mizrahi, is featured. We encourage those work teach or practice com-

munity organizing to take this opportunity to speak up.  - The Editors                                   
Photo: http://flickr.com/photos/baratunde/2837373495/sizes/m/ 

 

JUST ANOTHER OF THOSE 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS 



Regional Collaboration Opens Doors for  

Community Information Systems and More 
       by Samantha Teixeira 

 On August 15, ten professionals from 

a variety of Pittsburgh organizations 

piled into a van and embarked on a trip 

to Cleveland as part of the Cleveland-

Pittsburgh-Youngstown Regional 

Learning Network.  Representatives 

from the University of Pittsburgh, The 

Pittsburgh Partnership for Neighbor-

hood Development, the City of Pitts-

burgh and the State of PA were in a 

delegation that met with Cleveland 

counterparts aiming to identify opportu-

nities for collaboration and share knowl-

edge about neighborhood information 

systems and their potential to enhance 

community work. Organized by Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh professor Sabina Deitrick, the primary 

goal of the trip was to learn about Clevelandôs Northeast 

Ohio Community and Neighborhood Data for Organizing 

(NEOCANDO) data system and discuss how the University 

Center for Urban and Social Research could build upon the 

strengths of this existing system.   

 The visit began at the Case Western University Center 

for Urban Poverty and Community Development, which 

developed and maintains Clevelandôs NEOCANDO sys-

tem.  This Center at Case created the CANDO system in 

the early 1990ôs, and with assistance from local founda-

tions and research grants, it has evolved into the NEO-

CANDO system, a more comprehensive data source that 

serves thousands of users from city planners to social ser-

vice departments and community development corpora-

tions.   

 Several of those present at the meeting were interested in 

NEOCANDO because they are active in maintaining and 

improving the Pittsburgh Neighborhood Community Infor-

mation System (PNCIS) at the University of Pittsburgh 

Center for Social and Urban Research. They hoped to use 

NEOCANDO as a benchmark to learn from and discuss 

potential collaborative projects. While NEOCANDO is 

older and more established, the Pittsburgh system had al-

ready begun a ñbusiness planò to grow and sustain this geo-

graphic information system and expand it use by commu-

nity-based organization. This regional exchange offered 

opportunities for strong mutual learning and benchmarking.  

An informative discussion about the 

ways in which neighborhood informa-

tion systems can be used as a tool to 

affect change and address community 

needs could have lasted for hours, 

leaving all participants excited for fu-

ture collaborative, regional efforts, in-

cluding vacant property and the grow-

ing foreclosure and predatory lending 

problem facing many communities.   

The Pittsburgh group also visited 

Neighborhood Progress Inc. (NPI), an 

agency that strategically invests in ca-

pable community development corpo-

rations and has been at the forefront of 

the foreclosure crisis in Cleveland.  Senior Vice President 

for Research and Development Frank Ford hosted a discus-

sion about NPIôs work and the variety of programs that 

they have funded and initiated to address the myriad chal-

lenges facing Cleveland neighborhoods. While Pittsburgh 

hasnôt been hit as hard by foreclosures as Cleveland, dis-

cussion centered around how to best address vacant prop-

erty issues and how community development should pro-

ceed in a declining economy.  It tied together the need for 

comprehensive commu-

nity information systems 

and intermediary organi-

zations like NPI to assist 

in strategic, collabora-

tive plans to address re-

gional issues.  The group 

also discussed the poten-

tial impact of pending 

federal funding from 

recently mortgage and 

foreclosure assistance 

legislation.   

Following a tour of the Slavic Village neighborhood to 

see first-hand the adverse impact of predatory lending and 

foreclosures on this working class neighborhood, the group 

headed to Cleveland State University, where the discussion 

built upon each of the days earlier stops and included a dis-

cussion with the Levin College of Urban Affairs faculty 

(Continued on page 3) 

Student Perspective 
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members about the role that Cleveland State has played in 

the cityôs response to widespread foreclosures. Pittsburgh 

was interested in how it can prepare for and prevent the 

factors that led to Clevelandôs current crisis.  Comparative 

studies of Cleveland and Pittsburgh show similarities and 

opportunities for cooperative efforts to study and address 

many variables related to the foreclosure crisis including 

economic hardship, joblessness, and gender-related dispari-

ties ï more than 2/3 of those in foreclosure crisis in Cleve-

land are women of whom nearly half are African American 

female-headed households..  The final stop provided insight 

into the similarities of the two cities but, also, into the dif-

ferences that can be built upon and highlighted in order to 

influence and inform further dialogue.   

 While exploring common concerns, the group was able to 

work toward the goal of the Cleveland-Pittsburgh-

Youngstown regional learning network by sharing best 

practices, and identifying opportunities for collaboration. 

Neighborhood information systems are powerful tools that 

provide economic indicators, demographic data, and prop-

erty information; a veritable one-stop shop for those inter-

ested in community organizing and development. This trip 

planted the seeds for the expansion and improvement of 

neighborhood information systems as well as an important 

collaboration that could reach across state lines to improve 

community development initiatives.   

Samantha Teixeira is a Community Organization and So-

cial Administration MSW student at the University of Pitts-

burgh School of Social Work. Contact: snt5+@pitt.edu 

(Continued from page 2) 

Regional Collaboration (cont.) 
Community and Neighborhood  

Geographic Information Systems 

The use of Geographical Information Systems (GIS) as a 
tool for community assessment, analysis, and planning 
has provided a great impetus for the establishment of 
community and information systems across the coun-
try.  Some are city or community-based, often through 
an intermediary organization, but many are university-
based.  All aim is to make geographic information and 
community data accessible to community organiza-
tions.  Here are few to explore: 

Pittsburgh Neighborhood & Community Infor-
mation System   http://www.pghnis.pitt.edu/    
University Center for Social and Urban Research ɀ 
University of Pittsburgh 

Philadelphia Neighborhood Information System 
http://www.cml.upenn.edu/nis/   University of 
Pennsylvania 

Minneapolis Neighborhood Information System 
http://www.cura.umn.edu/MNIS.php   Center for 
Urban and Regional Affairs at University of Minne-
sota 

National Neighborhoods Indicators Partnership 
http://www2.urban.org/nnip/  

DEMOCRATIZING INFORMATION 

The National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership 
(NNIP) is a collaborative effort by the Urban Institute 
and local partners to further the development and use 
of neighborhood-level information systems in local 
policymaking and community building. 

 

What are you doing with all of your good used books?    

We are collecting books and journals for schools, community libraries, and universities             

in Ethiopia.  Donate your books for transport to Ethiopia by Books For Africa! 

 ̧ Community Organizing and Social Work                                

 ̧ Urban and Rural Community Development 

 ̧ Planning, Program Evaluation, & Research 

 ̧ Nursing, Medicine, Science, &  Humanities  

 ̧ Encyclopedias & Sets of Childrenôs Books 

For more information, call 708-757-4187 or 

email akj@uic.edu or billb@en.com  Mail to:  

ACOSA Office  

Alice and Bill Butterfield  

20560 Bensley Avenue 

Lynwood, Illinois 60411 USA 

Mail your used books to the 

ACOSA Office to support 

social work and community 

development in Ethiopia! 

http://www.pghnis.pitt.edu/
http://www.cml.upenn.edu/nis/
http://www.cura.umn.edu/MNIS.php
http://www2.urban.org/nnip/
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  On January 30, 1909, Saul D. Alinsky was born.  I have a 

hunch he was born feisty, kicking and screaming about the 

inequalities and cruelties of the world, though I have no 

hard data to back up my assertion.   Next year marks the 

centennial of Alinskyôs birth and a reappraisal of his work 

is in order, not so much to celebrate it as to learn from it. 

 Alexis deTocqueville, writing in the early1830ôs, noted 

that, ñIn America, the citizens who form the minority asso-

ciate in order, first, to show their numerical strength and so 

to diminish the moral power of the majority; and, secondly, 

to stimulate competition and thus to discover those argu-

ments that are most fitted to act upon the majorityé.ò 1   

   Alinskyôs lifelong work was mobilizing people to show 

their numerical strength and make change through 

the ñreactionò of their opponents.  His work was fos-

tering the conditions in order for democracy to work, 

teaching people how to become active citizens not passive 

taxpayers. 

 The story of Alinskyôs work was once widely known in the 

field of community organizing.  Not so today.  Recently, a 

professor of social work asked a classroom of students 

studying community organizing if anyone had read 

Alinskyôs Reveille for Radicals or his later Rules for Radi-

cals.   Having 

no response, 

she then asked 

if anyone had 

ever heard of 

Saul Alinsky.  

Again, she 

found only 

blank expres-

sions from the 

students. 

 Alinsky was a graduate student at the University of Chi-

cago in the 1930ôs, assigned to research organized crime 

and juvenile crime in the packinghouse area of Chicago.  It 

was there that he observed the union organizing done by 

the CIO (Congress of Industrial Organizations) under the 

leadership of John L. Lewis, radical labor ideologue.  

Alinsky developed his methods and formulated his theories 

of Community Organizing in the packinghouse area known 

as the ñBack of the Yardsò neighborhood.   

 The first mention in print of Alinskyôs community organiz-

ing work was by Edward Skillin Jr. in ñBack of the Stock-

yards: Remarkable Community 

Technique is developing in the 

Back of the Yards area in Chi-

cago,ò in the fortnightly Common-

weal, November 29, 1940.  

Alinsky himself first published on 

his work in May of 1941 when the 

American Journal of Sociology 

carried ñCommunity Analysis and 

Organization.ò   Never known as a 

man of few words, he definitely 

was a man of few published 

words.  Reveille for Radicals was 

first published in 1946, and in 

1949 he published The Unau-

thorized Biography of John L. 

Lewis.   It wasnôt until 1961 

that he published again, when a book review, ñPower and 

Leadership,ò appeared in The Nation, followed later in the 

same year by ñJohn L.: Something of a Manò also in The 

Nation.  An interview with him, ñDiscerning Power Reali-

ties,ò appeared in the Christian Century, May 1971.  His 

Rules for Radicals came out in 1971 also. 

 Alinskyôs work reached a crescendo during the years of 

the federal governmentôs War on Poverty.  This was fueled 

primarily by Charles E. Silbermanôs 1964 book, The Crisis 

in Black and White, which had a chapter (ñThe Revolt  

Against óWelfare Colonialismô ò) featuring Alinskyôs work 

in the Woodlawn neighborhood of Chicago.    The same 

year, an excerpt from Silbermanôs book was published in 

Commentary as ñUp from Apathy: The Woodlawn Experi-

ment,ò May 1964.  Commentary published a follow-up dis-

cussion piece on this article in October 1964. 

Community groups brought Alinskyôs organization into 

Buffalo, Rochester, the Northwest Indiana area, as well as 

other organizing efforts in Chicago.  The list of his commu-

nity organizing drives is virtually a lexicon of the conflict 

model of organizing: TWO (The Woodlawn Organization), 

CSO (the Community Service Organization, from which 

farm worker organizer Caesar Chavez emerged), BUILD 

(Buffalo), FIGHT (Rochester, New York), CCC (the Calu-

met Community Congress in Gary and the Northwest Indi-

ana area), and OBA (Organization for a Better Austin ïa 

neighborhood in Chicagoðfrom which anti-redlining or-

ganizer Gale Cincotta emerged).   There were failures as 

(Continued on page 9) 

Saul Alinsky at 100 yearsé.    
                                                             By Chris Valley, MSW  

ñHis work was fostering 
the conditions in order 
for Democracy to work, 
teaching people how to 
become active citizens, 

not passive taxpayers.ò 

Practitioner Perspective  
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CSWE-APM: LET ACOSA RING  

Dear ACOSA Members 

As we get set for our ACOSA activities 

at the Council on Social Work Education 

Annual Program Meeting, we are still in a 

reorganizing phase at a very critical time 

for CSWE and for our country.  Indeed, 

2009 looks like a major year for reorgani-

zation and, hopefully, promising growth 

and change.  At least we can try to improve 

the growth and change in ACOSA. 

At this APM we hope to continue our 

strong COSA Track Session, thanks to 

Karen Grayôs leadership for our track and to the terrific 

reviewers who helped in this annually daunting process.  

Thank you all for your work. (See Karenôs Track Chair 

Report on this page). 

We also hope to grow our membership and build our 

ACOSA Committees to begin the long work of reinvigorat-

ing our organization at this critical time when even the im-

portant work of ñcommunity organizersò has been dispar-

aged by some national leaders. As we prepare for this 

CSWE-APM and our track session, meetings, and network-

ing, I ask that we come together to rededicate ourselves to 

strengthening ACOSA national and international work. 

At CSWE-APM...Let ACOSA Ring!  I look forward to 

meeting with you and congratulating our ACOSA Award 

winners at the Membership meeting in Philadelphia. 

    Tracy M. Soska Chair 

ACOSA Members 

We had 38 proposals submitted and 11 

reviewers for the COSA Track Session.  

All proposals had 3 reviewers, and we 

are most thankful for their time and ef-

fort in summertime task. 

While we had an above average number 

of submissions, I was worried that we 

might have a lower number because 

there were so many tracks this year, but 

we came out quite ok. Last time I was 

co-chair (2006), we were only allowed 

to accept 12 papers, 4 roundtables, and 5 posters. 

This year we accepted 30 proposals and rejected 8.  Of 

these, we accepted 24 papers of which CSWE allows only 

75% (18 of 24).  The other 25% (6) had to either be re-

jected or reassigned as poster sessions.  I choose to reassign 

to poster rather than re-

ject. Additionally, we 

accepted one panel dis-

cussion, once curriculum 

& administrative work-

shop and 3 posters. 

The real challenge was placing papers into theme sessions 

for the COSA track.  The results are on the following pro-

gram schedule in this issue. 

  Karen Gray, COSA Track Chair,  

  University of Oklahoma, Tulsa 

2008 ACOSA AWARDS - CONGRATULATIONS!  
Distinguished Service 

Joel M. Levy, DSW, CEO, YIA/National Institute for People with Disabilities 
Nominators: Nancy Aries, Baruch College; Sheldon Gelman, Dorothy and David Schachne, 

Yeshiva University; and Arie Rimmerman, University of Haifa 

Emerging Scholar 
Mary Ohmer, PhD, Georgia State University, School of Social Work 

Nominators: Fred Brooks, Georgia State University; Michael Eichler, San Diego State University 

Student Award 
Patricia Oh, MSW Student, University of Southern Maine 

Nominator: Sondra SeungJa Doe, University of Southern Maine 

JOIN  IN  CONGRATULATING  OUR AWARDEES  AT  THE  NOVEMBER  1ST MEMBERSHIP  MEETING   

ACOSA CHAIR MESSAGE  

See Pages 6-7 for 

COSA Track Sessions 



2:30 PM  Externalities of Nonprofit Organizations: Social 
Organization and Capital and Neighborhood Decline  
Megan E. Gilster, University of Michigan 
 
 

Friday, October 31, 2008: 3:15 PM -4:45 PM  

Level 3, Room 302   ORAL /PAPER SESSION 2:   
MSW ñMACROò EDUCATION  
Chair :  Lisa Zakiya Newland, Ph.D., LCSW  
 
3:15 PM  Social Work Management Education's Chal-
lenges: Any Hope for the Future?  
Richard A. Hoefer, University of Texas at Arlington 
 
3:45 PM  Learning through Doing: Performing a Needs 
Assessment with a Grassroots Community Organization  
Rebecca S. Berendsen, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Patricia Carlson, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
 
4:15 PM  Commitment to Social Justice and Social 
Change among Social Work Students  
Terry Mizrahi, Hunter College School of Social Work 
Sarah-Jane Dodd, Hunter College of the City University of 
New York 
 
 

Saturday, November 1, 2008: 10:30AM -12:00PM     
Level 3, Room 305   ORAL /PAPER SESSION 3:  
ORGANIZATION /PROGRAMATIC  CHANGE  
Chair:  Ellen Dunbar, PhD  
 
10:30 AM  Stayers, Fence -Sitters, and Leavers: Foster 
Care Workers' Emotional Descriptions of Their Workplace  
Alissa A. Schwartz, Columbia University 
 
11:00 AM  Recovery -Oriented Organizational Change: A 
Conceptual Model  
Theresa Early, Ohio State University 
David C. Kondrat, Ohio State University 
Keith Warren, Ohio State University 
 
11:30 AM  Addressing Both Domestic Violence and Sub-
stance Use: Frameworks, Strategies, Innovations  
Beth Glover Reed, University of Michigan 
 
 

12:15 PM-1:15 PM  
Level 3, Room 308  
CURRICULUM & ADMINISTRATIVE WORKSHOP  
 
Integrating Content on Safety Issues into the Advanced 
Social Work Administration Curriculum  
Hae Jung Kim, University of Maryland ï Baltimore 
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 & SOCIAL ADMINSTRATION   
Friday, October 31, 2008: 10:30 AM -12:00 PM  
Level 4, Franklin Hall -Posters  
POSTER SESSION 
 
Making Rothman's Community Organizing Framework  
Culturally Competent: Lessons from African American  
Organizing  
Bonnie Young Laing, Youngstown State University 
 
Program Use Frequency of Social Services Centers and  
Social Inclusion of Users  
Sangmi Choi, School of Social Welfare, Yonsei University 
 
Community Practice: Social Work's Step Child?  
Cornelia Gordon-Hempe, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
Effects of Sabbatical Month Program for Social Workers in 
Korea  
Chul Hee Kang, Yonsei University 
Mi Ok Kim, Chonbuk National University 
 
Are Empowerment Principles Taught in Management 
Classes?: Findings from An Instructor Survey  
Donna Hardina, California State University, Fresno 
Salvador Montana, California State University, Fresno 
 
Capacity Building among Community and Faith -Based  
Nonprofit Organizations: A Dual Case Study  
Angela A. Kaiser, Wayne State University 
 
Turnover Intent among Social Workers: A Study of  
Determinants  
Sudershan Pasupuleti, University of Toledo 
Eric Lambert, University of Toledo 
Terry Cluse-Tolar, University of Toledo 
Mikael Prior, University of Toledo 
 
The Council on Accreditation for Children and Family  
Services: A Historical Analysis  
Sheila M. Brommel, College of Saint Catherine/University of Saint 
Thomas 
 
 

Friday, October 31, 2008: 1:30 PM -3:00 PM  
Level 3, Room 302   ORAL /PAPER SESSION 1:  
ORGANIZATIONAL  CAPACITY  BUILDING  
Chair:  Helen Hartnett, PhD  
 
1:30 PM  Building Leadership and Organizational Capacity: A 
Community Engagement Approach  
Rebecca Thomas, University of Connecticut 
 
2:00 PM  Organizational Culture, Organizational Climate and 
Collaborative Capacity for Planning  
Lillian Wichinsky, University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
 

http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9739.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9739.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8833.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8833.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9467.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9467.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9934.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9934.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8871.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8871.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9484.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9484.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P10047.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P10047.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8935.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8935.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P7830.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P7830.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P7830.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8713.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8713.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9096.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9508.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9508.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9583.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9583.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9763.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9763.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9869.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9869.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P10151.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P10151.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8479.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P8479.HTM
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COSA Track Sessions at the 

 CSWE-APM in Philadelphia 

1:30 PM-3:00 PM  
Level 3, Room 305  ORAL /PAPER SESSION 4  
COMMUNITY ORGANIZING/BUILDING  
 
1:30 PM  Social Capital and Community Organizing among 
Low -Income Immigrants  
Humberto Reynoso-Vallejo, Boston University 
Lee Staples, Boston University 
Celina Miranda, Boston University 
 
2:00 PM  Explaining Differences in Social Problem Prioritiza-
tion among the Poor: Community Practice Implications  
Stephen Kauffman, Widener University 
Marina Barnett, Widener University 
Robin S. Goldberg-Glen, Widener University 
 
2:30 PM  Building Collective Efficacy to Prevent Violence: 
Using Restorative Justice and Consensus Organizing  
Mary Ohmer, Georgia State University 
Elizabeth Beck, Georgia State University  
Karen DeMasi, Citywide Development Corporation 
 
 

3:15 PM-4:45 PM  
Level 3, Room 305  ORAL /PAPER SESSION 5:  
MULTICULTURAL  COMMUNITY WORK AND LEADERSHIP  
DEVELOPMENT  
Chair: Ram A. Cnaan, MSW, PhD  
 
3:15 PM  Exploring Effectiveness: Collaboration Strategies 
for Organizations Working with Latino and Immigrant Clients  
Darlene X. Rodriguez, University of North Carolina at Greens-
boro 
 
3:45 PM  Action Research to Identify Strategies and Tech-
niques for Multicultural Community Practice  
Lorraine Gutierrez, University of Michigan  
Ann Rosegrant Alvarez, University of Hawai'i at Manoa 
 

Sunday, November 2, 2008:  10:30 AM -12:00 PM  
Level 3, Room 301   ORAL /PAPER SESSION 6:  
COMMUNITY RESEARCH METHODS  
Chair:  Lisa Zakiya Newland, Ph.D., LCSW  

10:30 AM   Mapping the Assets of Local Communities  
Marina Barnett, Widener University 
Jaclene Ashford, Widener University 
 
11:00 AM   Kinship Services Network of Pinellas: Unique 
Community Collaboration, Research and Evaluation  
Kerry A. Krisman Littlewood, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 
Lawrence H. Cooper, The Children's Home, Inc. 
Anne Strozier, University of South Florida 

 
11:30 AM   Using Theory of Change and Logic Models in 
Comprehensive Community Initiatives  
Larry M. Gant, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor 
Paula Allen-Meares, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor 
Leslie D. Hollingsworth, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor,  
Trina Shanks, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor  
 
Sunday, November 2, 2008: 1:30 PM -3:00 PM  
Level 3, Room 301   PANEL  SESSION 
 
Place, Social Context, and Health: Theory and Practice of 
Place-Based Social Work  
Katie Johnston-Goodstar, University of Washington 
Seunghye Hong, University of Washington 
Alma Trinidad, University of Washington 

VISIT THE  

ACOSA BOOTH  

IN THE CSWE-APM  

EXHIBIT HALL  
 

ACOSA MEMBERS   

DISPLAY YOUR BOOKS  

AT THE ACOSA BOOTH  

 

VOLUNTEER TO HELP  

WITH THE BOOTH AND  

RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS 

 

JOIN US FOR THE ACOSA  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

November 1, 2008  

5:30 - 7:30 PM 

http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9227.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9227.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9443.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9443.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9766.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9766.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9411.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9411.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9552.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9552.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9527.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9532.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9532.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9848.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9848.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9661.HTM
http://cswe.confex.com/cswe/2008/scheduler/top.cgi?page=browse&loginid=661&passwd=%6C%61%7A%6C%6F&template=P9661.HTM


ACOSA MEETINGS AT CSWE-APM  

  

JOURNAL OF COMMUNITY PRACTICE (JCP) 

 JCP EDITORS     JCP EDITORIAL BOARD   

 Date:  Thursday, October 30, 2008   Date:  Thursday, October 30, 2008 

 Time:  8:00 - 9:30 AM    Time: 9:30  - 11:00 AM 

 Place:  Independence Ballroom III   Place: Independence Ballroom III 

ACOSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  BOARD I (Lunch)     BOARD II (Committees) 

 Date:  Thursday, October 30, 2008   Date:  Thursday, October 30, 2008 

 Time:  11:30 AM - 1:00 PM    Time: 4:30  - 6:00 PM 

 Place: Independence Ballroom III   Place: Independence Ballroom III  
   

ACOSA MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND AWARDS  

     Date:  Saturday, November 1, 2008 

     Time:  6:00 - 8:00 PM  

Place:  Room 306 (Marriott Hotel)  

GET ON THE BUS! 

TOUR  WEST PHILADELPHIAôS UNIVERSITY-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP  

Hosted By 

NETTER CENTER FOR COMMUNITY PARNTERSHIPS  

AT THE UNIVESITY OF PENNSYLVANIA  

The University of Pennsylvania Community Outreach Partnership Center was one of the very first 

and, now, longest standing university-community partnership efforts. Itôs impacts in West Philadel-

phia neighborhoods and public schools in the area surrounding the Penn campus is considered one 

of the nationôs best practice models.  We will tour community and school projects with leaders of the 

newly-endowed Netter Center for Community Partnerships to learn about their work. 

 

      DATE:  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2008  TIME:  1:30 - 4:30 PM   

    DEPARTS/RETURNS:  PHILADELPHIA DOWNTOWN MARRIOTT HOTEL  

COST:  $20 (Payable to ACOSA or at Bus - includes refreshments &  snacks)  

RSVP:  By October 23, 2008 to ACOSA or  tsssw@pitt.edu (for info)   

ACOSA IN THE FIELD EVENT  

Page 8 THE ACOSA UPDATE! 
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SAUL ALINSKY  (cont.)  

well as successes.  (See ñHow Chelsea was torn Apart,ò 

Christian Century, February 3, 1960.) 

   Known for his bombastic rhetoric and outrageous tactics, 

Alinsky always  was a lightning rod for accusations of 

ñrabble rousing.ò  The popular press called him everything 

from the ñPeopleôs Answer to Political Bossesò to a 

ñProfessional Radical,ò a ñGadfly of the Poverty War,ò and 

a ñPoverty Soviet.ò  His training organization, the Indus-

trial Areas Foundation (IAF), was called a ñTraining 

School of Agitators,ò and the New York Times Magazine in 

1966 proclaimed, ñMaking Trouble is Alinskyôs Business.ò    

 Alinsky died in 1972.  His last organizing effort was the 

Citizen Action Project (CAP) in Chicago, an inter-

neighborhood organizing effort of middle-class communi-

ties).   After Alinskyôs death, his organizers often went in-

dependent ways to found separate Community Organizing 

training institutes, most notably in Chicago and Oakland, 

California.  Some remained with the Industrial Areas Foun-

dation, renamed for a time The Saul Alinsky Training In-

stitute.   Later it reverted to its original name under which 

it operates today. 

 The work of Alinsky is having a new notoriety due to the 

ties two popular political figures have had with Alinskyôs 

work.  Barack Obama once worked as a community organ-

izer on the South Side of Chicago, and Hillary Clintonôs 

senior thesis at Wellesley College was on Saul Alinsky.  

Google ñAlinskyò and you will find a variety of opinions 

about his work.  But the Alinsky portrayed on todayôs web 

is a cardboard-cut-out stereotype that denigrates the work 

of this man who was at one and the same time so brilliant 

and so flawed. 

Endnote: 

 1 deTocqueville, Alexis, Democracy in America (Vol. I), 

translated by Henry Reeve, revised by Francis Bowen, 

N.Y.: Random House Vintage Books, 1945,  p. 203. 

 

Chris Valley is the recipient of ACOSAôs  Out-

standing Practitioner Award in 2005, and is co-editing 

an anthology of articles tentatively called Alinsky: The 

Measure of a Radical.. 
 

Chris Valley. Vice President for Program Development 

and Research; Families First; Atlanta, Georgia 

Contact:  cvalley@familiesfirst.org  

(Continued from page 4) 

Dear NY Times Editor:  

Re Article: ñPalin Assails Critics and Elec-

trifies Partyò September 4, 2008 

Clearly Governor Palin and former Mayor Rudy 

Giuliani do not understand and do not respect the work of 

thousands of community organizers working in myriad 

urban neighborhoods and rural communities across this 

country.  Their ridicule of this noble and honorable 

skilled profession that Barak Obama committed himself 

to after college is an affront to the millions of low income 

and working class people who are struggling to improve 

their conditions and better the lives of themselves and 

their neighbors.  

Community organizers have been unknown by much 

of the American public and now is the time to introduce 

the importance of their work to the American people. It is 

precisely because they work at the grassroots level behind 

the scenes that they are invisible to the media, many poli-

ticians and much of the public. Community organizers 

help bring ordinary people together to collectively prob-

lem-solve and strengthen their communities. Governors 

have the power and authority along with the responsibility 

to make decisions. Community organizers must be more 

skilled because they must persuade and influence others 

through democratic processes.  They work across age, 

gender, racial and ethnicity and party lines with skill and 

dedication. They assist in improving housing, health care, 

schools, the environment, social services with the people. 

They build and support local leadership and help people 

create the kind of organizations that give invisible people 

a voice in the political process. Many community organ-

izers receive training through organizations inside and 

outside academia that provide the knowledge, skills and 

strategies to make change.  

Schools of Social Work across this country like mine 

have been providing an education in this field to thou-

sands of committed graduate students for almost a cen-

tury. They work long hours with too low pay ñin the 

trenchesò to bring people out of poverty and despair, in-

still hope and opportunity, and create resources. They are 

the glue that keeps many communities from disintegrating 

and falling into despair and decay.  To Sarah Palin, Rudy 

Giuliani, and John McCain, there are many ways to serve 

this country, to fight injustice and inequality, and to build 

a secure America.  We should honor the work, dedication 

and competence of community organizers.   

Professor Terry Mizrahi Chair, Community Orga-

nizing, Planning and Development Program, 

Hunter College School of Social Work, New York 
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The International Federation of Social Work-

ers (IFSW),  an international organization of 

professional social workers, along with regional 

and local social work partners in Brazil, spon-

sored the 19th World Conference of Social 

Work in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, held August 

16-19, 2008. Attended by over 2,600 social 

workers from 44 countries, the conference 

was necessarily more focused on macro 

level issues that impact human health and welfare across the 

globe. Important policy debates, statements and consensus 

documents from the conference are presented, refined and 

posted on the conference website, provided at the end of 

this article. 

 The conference theme, The Challenge of Ensuring Rights 

in a Global and Unequal Society, was deliberately selected 

to reflect the growing awareness of the flagrant violation of 

human rights all over the world in recent years, as well as 

the struggle for social justice in an increasingly disparate 

world economy. I was particularly impressed by the schol-

arly discourses of Professors José Paulo Netto, Evelyn Bal-

ais-Serrano and Doris Pizarro, from Brazil, the Republic of 

the Philippines, and Puerto Rico respectively. I was warmly 

greeted by NASW President Dr. James J. Kelly, as well as 

IFSW President David Jones. Jim Kelly is also now the new 

IFSW Regional President for North America. David agreed 

to provide a link to ACOSA on the IFSW website, so I will 

be sure to follow up with him about that. 

 A major theme focused on unpacking the concept of 

ñcapitalism in a global economyò, and how the globaliza-

tion of markets skews distribution of resources away from 

human needs, while disrupting the relationship between 

people and land, including the local production of goods 

and services (McMichael, et al, 1999; McMichael, 2000). 

While examples of this disconnection were provided at the 

conference, my own extensive travel in Brazil provided a 

first-hand look at the disruption of indigenous peoplesô 

means of living in Amazonia.  Bald patches of earth were 

all too apparent where pristine rain forests are being con-

verted to land for biofuels and soybeans to feed cattle in 

world markets. The concentration of energy and food pro-

duction by international conglomerates -ñagribusinessesò ï 

world-wide is causing increased hunger and poverty and 

disease (Barbosa 1996; Confalonieri, 2000). 

Itôs no coincidence that being able to by a Diet Coke in 

Report from the World Conference of  

Social Work in Brazil  By Michele Kelley  

the middle of the Amazon (I did) and the 

world rise in obesity and diabetes with 

the production of higher cost, high glyce-

mic processed foods are both mutually 

reinforcing phenomena (Zimmet, 2000).  

Concerns were raised that the destruction 

of the rain forest and other 

greenspace, not only contributes 

to global warming, but to respi-

ratory diseases such as asthma (Yoganathan & Rom, 

2001); and, not to forget, the dumping of tobacco prod-

ucts on less developed countries (Beaglehole & Yach, 

2003) remains a serious issue. 

 In attempting to address these issues in a small, hum-

ble way by ñacting locallyò, I was proud to present my 

work with Chicago Puerto Rican and Latino youth who 

are becoming the next generation of advocates, techni-

cians and scientists for ñgreen livingò and ñhuman 

rights.ò  These youth are learning skills in community 

mobilization for immigrant and refugee rights; working 

in community gardens, and learning about responsible 

local cooperative economics and nutrition that helps 

their communities (Wallerstein & Sanchez-Merki, 

1994). Moreover, these youth learn from direct experi-

ence about the connection between economics and so-

cial justice and human welfare. In the classroom and in 

the community they have intergenerational activities and 

discussion of ñwhere food and fuel come fromò and how 

their grandparents ate and lived. They witness the con-

version of vacant lots into places of pride, such as farm-

ersô markets, community gardens and walking paths 

open up with ñlots of eyes on the streetò. In this way 

personal safety, a sense of community, cultural renewal, 

environmental justice and social capital are expanded 

(Minkler & Wallerstein, 1997; Twiss, et al, 2001; 

Forrest, 2001; Lerner, et all, 2002). 

With the increased interest in civic engagement and 

positive youth development programs in community 

health and prevention (Lerner, et al, 2002). my col-

leagues in Brazil responded with warmth, enthusiasm 

and many good comments to our presentation. In the 

land of Brazilian educator and human right s advocate 

Paulo Freire, the idea of critical thinking, reflection and 

action for youth in community settings seemed right at 

home. I canôt help thinking of the contributions Social 

Work and Public Health can make to the ongoing efforts 

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE  
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The International Federation of Social 

Workers (IFSW) is a global organization striving for 

social justice, human rights and social development 

through the development of social work, best practices 

and international cooperation between social workers 

and their professional organizations.  

The International Federation of Social Workers recog-

nizes that social work originates variously from humani-

tarian, religious and democratic ideals and philosophies; 

and that it has universal application to meet human needs 

arising from personal-societal interactions, and develop 

human potential. 

Professional social workers are dedicated to service for 

the welfare and self-fulfillment of human beings; to the 

development and disciplined use of scientific knowledge 

regarding human behavior and society; to the develop-

ment of resources to meet individual, group, national and 

international needs and aspirations; to the enhancement 

and improvement of the quality of life of people; and to 

the achievement of social justice.        www.ifsw.org 

World Conference of   Social Work (cont.) 

about preparing youth to live and work in ñgreenò indus-

tries and communities; and in improving their own health 

and that of their community (Minkler & Wallerstein, 1997). 

These activities for the new millennium are grounded in 

ñSocial Group Work with Youthò and ñCommunity Or-

ganizationò wisdom that I learned in the ó70s from wonder-

ful social work mentors, to whom I am forever grateful.    

Obrigada! 
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Michele Kelley, ScD, MSW, MA & Friend of IFSW  

Contact: makelley@uic.edu  

Planning a Regional ACOSA Meeting?  

Working with Community Practitioner 

Groups or Community Initiatives?  

Please Share Your Meeting Outcomes 

and Community Reports with ACOSA. 

We would like to 

regularly fea-

ture reports 

from your re-

gional commu-

nity efforts.   
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